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Opening Statements 
By Tom Ritter 
 

The following slate of officers were elected at the 
December meeting. Let’s give them our support in 
the upcoming year. 
President   JOHN CAPOBIANCO  
Vice President  VACANT 
Treasurer   PAUL FOGELBERG 
Membership Secretary TOM RITTER  
Recording Secretary   JOE LESNICK 
Director 1   MARY WARD 
Director 2   MARIA SMITH  
Program chairman  VACANT 
Web master   MICHAEL DRAPER 
Newsletter   TOM RITTER  

 
Happy Holidays. Are you ready to begin another 
year of Bonsai enjoyment. Our new President has 
laid out quite a task for us (see page 3). January will 
be a decision making meeting. The creation of a new 
library, for book and videos and a librarian. We have 

   Continued on pg 2  

January Meeting 
Friday, January 10, 2014 

8:00 pm 
Farmingdale University Greenhouse 

 
Jan - Review of Library (Books and Video), club 
will decide which ones to keep, which ones to 
sell, and which ones to make into DVDs  
We'll need a working VCR and Monitor for the 
meeting to review the tapes.   
 

February Meeting 
Saturday, February 15, 2014 

11:00 am 
Suburban water Gardens 

February - Back to Basics 
 

The Follow up! Everyone that has a tree from 
the Back to Basics series is invited to bring it.  
We will discuss the advancement of the style and 
the necessary pruning/wiring to continue the 
progress of the trees.  (I have the Japanese maple 
raft, Formal Upright spruce, Informal Upright (2 
Japanese maples, 1 blue moss cypress) 
 

March Meeting 
Friday, March 14, 2014 

8:00 pm 
Farmingdale University Greenhouse 

Repotting Workshop 

 
March - Repotting Workshop  
Club will provide instruction and soil, repotting 
fee based upon the amount of the soil that is 
used. Bring in your bonsai in need of 
transplanting & the proper Bonsai Soil Mixes 
will be on hand. We'll discuss recipes for soils.  
 

A Small fee for soil mix will apply. 
$5.00 per small bonsai, $ 10.00 for large bonsai 

(12”+ container) 
 

In Memorandum 
I have just received word that a long time member of 
BSGNY, Curtis Sloane has passed on December 1, 
2013. He was an avid bonsai artist and family man. 
Curtis was 92. He will be missed. Our hearts go out to 
his family. 
 

Continued on page 6 
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This trident maple will be one of the many items auctioned off at the Christmas party in December. 
 

   
EXECUTIVE SESSION 7:30 PM 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Directions to Farmingdale State 
University Greenhouse 

Take your best route to Route 110, Farmingdale. 
Enter the campus from the Route 110 Entrance 
(near Adventure land). The road is divided. At 
the 3rd break in the median, make a left. Proceed 
through a parking lot, past a white building, and 
a glasshouse. We meet in the beige brick building 
at the end of the road. 

 
Please drop this form at Suburban Bonsai, 211 Burrs Lane, Dix Hills, or mail to:   
BSGNY, PO BOX 115, Baldwin, New York 11510.  

            ü  Make out your check to òBonsai Society of Greater NYó  û 
 
Name_____________________________________________________________ 
 
Street______________________________________ Apt. #_________________ 
 
Town______________________________________ State_____ Zip__________ 
 
Phone(______)_____________________________________________________ 
 
E-Mail Address_____________________________________________________ 
 
Enclosed is my check for an Annual Membership at:   

[  ] $17 Student   [  ] $40 Regular   [ ] $45 Joint (2 people at the same address) 
 
Or sign up at the next meeting. www.bsgny.org 

TELEPHONE  
516-263-2717 

DIRECTIONS TO Suburban Water 
Gardens:  
From The North and West - LIE to exit #50, after 
passing first light, turn right at Burrs Lane, for one 
mile - Suburban on the right.  
 
From North and East - LIE to Exit #51 south on 
Deer Park Ave for 1/2 mile turn right on Ryder Ave 
to end. Turn left on Burrs Lane for 1/2 mile - 
Suburban is on the right.  
 
From The South and East - Southern State 
Parkway to exit 39 North on Deer Park Ave for 
approx 2 1/2 miles. Turn left at Straight Path (before 
LIE) for 1 1/4 miles. Turn right on Burrs Lane for 
one mile, - Suburban is on the left.  
 
From South and West - Southern State Parkway to 
exit 36 north on Straight Path for 3 miles, turn left 
on Burrs Lane for one mile - Suburban is on your 
left. 
 

2013 BSGNY OFFICERS 
 

 
PRESIDENT   JOHN CAPOBIANCO 
 
VICE PRESIDENT  VANCANT 
 
TREASURER   PAUL FOGELBERG 
 
MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY TOM RITTER 
 
RECORDING SECRETARY JOE LESNICK 
 
DIRECTOR   MARY WARD 
 
DIRECTOR   MARIA SMITH 
 
 
PROGRAM CHAIR  VACANT 
 
WEB MASTER   MICHAEL DRAPER 
 
NEWSLETTER   TOM RITTER 
 
 

http://www.bsgny.org/
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The Presidentõs Message 

 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Greetings! 
 
I am writing this message just after our Holiday Party and Auction and just before the New Year.  So 
I hope this message finds you all well and recovered from the holidays.  We have a lot of work to do 
this year, and we need everyone up and running. 
 
As I assume the role of President, we face the daunting task of securing the future of the Bonsai 
Society of Greater New York and the art of bonsai in general.  As many of us have “Been there, done 
that”, we need to find new blood, people new to bonsai with fire and passion for growing and 
showing.   
 
Our use of 21st Century electronic Social Media needs to grow, alongside our presence at shows, 
horticultural fairs, garden centers, wherever there is an excuse for a bonsai grower to be.  We need to 
develop and invest in a marketing strategy to get the word out about our club and what we offer. 
 
We’ve all heard the same lament, “All of the horticultural clubs are dying out.”  We don’t know if it is 
a matter of changing demographics, economic stress or the rise of the internet, but participation in 
societies has been on the decline for some time in this country.  This doesn’t seem to hold true for 
General Horticultural Clubs.  We need to find ways to present to and/or partner with General 
Horticultural Societies and to continue our working with the local Cooperative Extensions. 
 
If we aren’t moving forward then we are moving backwards. 
 
Some of you may know that I was installed as President of the National Chrysanthemum Society, Inc. 
USA (www.mums.org)  I am developing a 5 year marketing plan for NCS, and many of our 
complaints and problems are the same, I expect that we will be able to take advantage of whatever 
plans I devise for NCS.  But, nothing will work without your help.   
 
I was taught that there are 3 things you need to be successful in business: 1) Initiative, 2) Attention to 
Detail, 3) Follow Through.  BSGNY is a not-for-profit business and we need to treat it as such.  If 
we have the Initiative but nothing else, then our fruit will wither on the vine for lack of Follow 
Through.  It is not enough to have a great idea, we need to turn those great ideas into action. 
 
Word of mouth is the best advertising there is and inviting someone to one of our functions, or 
giving them a starter plant is a good way to begin our efforts. 
 
I will be calling a Board of Directors meeting in February, then we’ll have a general plan to share with 
the membership as we move BSGNY into the 21st Century. 
 
We have to do more than just hold one.  WE have to grow, and the next two years will be ones of 
sowing the seeds of our future. 
 
Yours in Service, 
 
John E. Capobianco 
President 
 
 

http://www.mums.org/
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The December party and auction Pictures 
 

      
 

Some of the items that went up for auction. 
 

        
 

There was something for everyone to bid on. 

    
 

Hummmm!  Will this all fit in my car?   Pot and box by Shaun Smith 



BSGNY  Newsletter  5 

           
 

    
Members ready to bid as Paul warms up the field 

John Capobianco, Paul Fogelberg, Tom Ritter ,  
Chris Arbona, David Castro, Tom Marinace and Patrick Marsh  
 

And the auction begins 
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Photos by David Castro and Joe Lesnick 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
_______________________________________________________________________ 
BSGNY had printed a “Bonsai Bulletin” for almost 30 years. They have been scanned on to a DVD disc.  The 
DVD disk is now here. The price will be $29.95 plus $4.00 shipping and handling. The DVD will also be 
available for sale at our meetings ($29.95).  

 
 

 

 

 
 
 

We still have a few club tee shirts left in the 
larger sizes. They are still only $10.00. 
 

a list of videos list for a while but no one to manage them. We also received a donation of videos 
along with books and pots. Now we would like to review the list and see which of the VCR’s we 
would like to convert to DVD’s.   
 
Another project that I would like to try to put together is a photographic history by year of the fifty 
years of BSGNY. This means trying to track previous (not old) members to share their photographs 
with us. BSGNY has had many “firsts” within the bonsai community.  Maybe we can highlight them 
by placing them in an album or creating a gallery.  
 
Last but not least; we will work on increasing our skills as Bonsai artists. This means learning about 
not only the tree material we use but the styles and philosophy behind the art. The more work and 
time we put into our art the more satisfaction we will get out of it.  
 
 
 

. 
 
 
 
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 

 
 
 
 

  
 
 
 

Continued from page 1 
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ADDRESS CORRECTION REQUESTED Mailing Address 

Street Number and Name 

City, State, zip 

Bonsai Society of greater New York, Inc. 
P. O. Box 115 
Baldwin, N. Y. 11510 

 

Have some trees to sell? Pots, Tools, etc? Why not run an ad in the BSGNY newsletter. Your ad will 
go to a targeted audience of Bonsai lovers!  

For details, call JOHN at 516-263-2717 
 

Coming Soon 
Bonsai Lessons 

Beginner and Advanced 
 

Special Classes 
Shohin (user 10”) 

Saikei (Living Landscape) 
Kiku (Chrysanthemum) 

 

Contact John Capobianco 
  516-263-2717 

 
For the teaching schedule 

Check the website at 
www.suburbanbonsai.com 

 

 

Bob BonGiorno is offering a 20% discount to any 

club member of any Bonsai club on all 

merchandise at Suburban Bonsai. Does not apply 

to greenhouse space rental. 
 

Place 
 U. S. 
Postage 
Stamp 
Here 

http://www.suburbanbonsai.com/

